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What are comparison reports? 

Comparison reports are designed to enable ROOT users to easily 
compare the outcomes for different groups of people. This may 
help to identify unwarranted variation or guide service planning. 

If you are new to running reports on ROOT, you may want to start 
by watching our training video which introduces how to run 
different reports, including comparison reports. 

We have introduced some updates to these reports in 2026 and 
this guide is intended to provide further detail for interested 
users.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAkegXeos4U


There are two tabs for 
the comparison 

reports, depending on 
whether you want to 
run reports for the 

AAC or VPD scale, or 
other standard scales.



You can then choose 
one of four report 
formats, based on 
your preference.



In the filter panel you will be prompted to 
choose what you want to use to group your 
report. This will include Primary TOMs Scale 

(not for AAC/VPD reports) and Medical 
Diagnosis Group as standard.

If your service collects any additional fields, 
these will also show in your dropdown. In this 

example, the service has ‘opted in’ to some 
fields, like Ethnicity, and also created their own 
field called ‘Locality’. Method of service delivery 

is not available for the report because the 
service hasn’t added any data for this yet.



If you choose to compare by a field used by 
other services, you will be asked if you want 

your report to include a comparison with 
other ROOT data. 

You will not see this option if you have 
chosen to compare by a field unique to 

your service, like team or pathway. 



Your report will then present the outcomes for the different groups of patients 
e.g. at this service 6 episodes of care are for patients with a medical diagnosis relating to 

Stroke and 22 episodes have no medical diagnosis. 

Details of the medical diagnosis groups and frequently used codes are available on the 
ROOT resources. 

https://www.rcslt-root.org/Content/resources-to-support-use-of-root


Points to note

• It is not currently possible to run comparison reports for number-based 
fields (except for deprivation decile). 

• Additional filters can be applied to comparison reports to narrow down the 
groups included and/or to exclude certain groups

• The groupings are fixed for these reports but you can use the standard 
reports filters to create bespoke reports for particular groups of patients 
and compare these. For example one report for patients living in areas in 
deprivation deciles 1-5 and one for patients in 6-10. 
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